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account, we cannot form a right judgment of the
morality and religion of savage tribes.

Beligion universal among Savages.

At the time when De Brosses wrote, the wonder
was that black people should possess anj'thing that
could be called morality or religion, even a worship of
stocks and stones. We have learnt to judge differently,
thanks chiefly to the labours of missionaries who
have spent their lives among savages, have learnt
their languages and gained their confidence, and who,
though they have certain prejudices of their own, have
generally done full justice to the good points in their
character. "We may safely say that, in spite of all re-
searches, no human beings have been found anywhere
who do not possess something which to them is re-
ligion ; or, to put it in the most general form, a belief
in something beyond what they can see with their eyes.

As I cannot go into the whole evidence for this
statement, I may be allowed to quote the conclusions
which another student of the science of religion, Prof.
Tiele, has arrived at on this subject, particularly as,
on many points, his views differ widely from my own.
'The statement/ he says, cthat there are nations or
tribes which possess no religion rests either on in-
accurate observations, or on a confusion of ideas. No
tribe or nation has yet been met with destitute of
belief in any higher beings, and travellers who as-
serted their existence have been afterwards refuted by
facts. It is legitimate, therefore, to call religion, in
its most general sense, an universal phenomenon of
humanity V

1 'Outlines/p. 6.
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